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Book festival: It's all about 1deas

Readers and writers flock together at the state’s
13th annual celebration of all things literary.

Yes, the world of books is
now irrevocably changed by
Internet merchants and the
plastic caress of the e-reader.
But that doesn’t mean book
lovers have lost their sense
of community.

As areminder that read-
ers embody ideas and stories,
this year’s Utah Humanities

EVENTS ALL DAY LONG SATURDAY, OCT. 23
11-Noon

Dominique Browning
with Phyllis Barber

Auditorium

Book Festival borrows
Salman Rushdie’s resonant
question: “What Kind of
Idea Are You?”

Now in its 13th year, the
festival offers a menu of
lectures, author readings,
Q&As and book signings
across so many Utah towns
and cities that our selection
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Presented by the Utah Humanities Council at The City Library, 210 E. 400 South, Salt Lake City

McGuane:

Literary arts » The
Montana writer
takes aim at regional
writing, but will
always side with a
good character.

By BEN FULTON

The Sait Lake Tribune

Straight out of Stanford
University’s creative-writing
program studying under Wal-
lace Stegner, novelist Thom-
as McGuane made his name
during an era in which hand-
some young writers in droves,
all with wind-swept hair, were
pictured on the back of debut
novels.

Unlike the vast majority
of his competition, McGuane
could really swing a sentence.
From his 1971 novel The Bush-
wacked Piano to his first novel
in more than eight years, this
year’s Driving on the Rim, few
other writers produce a high-
er ratio of stunners per page.

No less a figure than Saul
Bellow deemed McGuane “a
language star.” His charac-
ters, both men and women,
exude a clumsy charm that’s
won the hearts of readers
who would never think to set
foot in Montana, McGuane’s

Stephen Collector
Nowvelist Thomas McGuane
will be at the Salt Lake City
Main Library Oct. 23 as part
of the 13th Annual Utah
Humanities Book Festival.

favorite stomping ground.

He also lived the kind of
stereotypical writer’s life that
civilians might imagine. As a
screenwriter in the 1970s, he
brushed heels with Jack Nich-
olson and Marlon Brando. He
married actress Margot Kid-
der, had an affair with actress
Elizabeth Ashley and went
through a second divorce —
all while never straying too
far from his home in Livings-
ton, Mont. It was only after
surviving a 1978 crash in his
Porsche that McGuane settled
down to a more bucolic life of
fly-fishing.

Do you ever tire of words like

“place” and “wilderness” in
discussions about Western
writers? Is the idea of “ref-
uge” oversold?

You're playing right into
my prime prejudice. I'm com-
pletely tired of it. Novels are
about people, really. I can’t
think of a better way to kill a
narrative than to introduce
it with a long passage about
landscape. Not only do I not
believe in a literature of the
American West, I don’t be-
lieve in American literature.
[There] are things that all
novelists concern themselves
with, whether French or Ital-
ian or American. Don't get me
wrong. I'm besotted by nature.
I treasure the natural world,
but it’s not really a subject
for literature. As someone far
more famous than me once
said, “Nature is a wonderful
thing, but it makes its point
rather quickly.”

Your daughter Maggie Mc-
Guane is a writer. Do you
ever advise her on her man-
uscripts? How does having a
child who writes complicate
or complement the parent-
child relationship?

A few times she’s asked me
to look at her manuscripts
and make suggestions. I have.
She thinks of me perhaps for

my age as a useful editor. In

terms of grammar and struc-
ture, I have strong views and

they’re quite traditional. I be-
lieve in one perception leading

to another. I believe in strong-
ly expressed things that don’t

waste readers’ time. My views

about English and gram-
matical structure probably
aren’t that different from E.B.
White’s.

Wallace Stegner is spoken of
in almost godlike terms for

aspiring writers in the West.
What would you say were

the most valuable lessons

you learned from him?

By the time I got there, he
was really tired of teaching.
There was a teacher there
named Richard P. Scowcroft,
from Utah. He taught us at
least half the time we were
there. He was a much more
committed teacher than Steg-
ner. We learned more from
him, but Stegner got all the
credit.

How do you know when
you’'ve written a good sen-
tence?

I take more than usu-
al pleasure in language for
its own sake. One of the real
epiphanies in my life was find-
ing a copy of Alice in Wonder-
land in our house as a kid. I
loved all the verbal nonsense

Reading: Thomas
McGuane

0 Montana writer
Thomas McGuane,
promoting his latest nov-
el, Driving on the Rim, is a
literary draw for the 13th
annual Utah Humanities
Book Festival,
When » Saturday, Oct.
23, 2-3 p.m.
Where » Salt Lake City
Main Library auditorium,
210 E. 400 South
Info » Free. Call 801-359-
9670 or visit www.utah-
humanities.org for more
information.

that had so much energy. I

was knocked unconscious by
it. To some degree when you

write a page, you're looking for

something that delights. You

definitely feel a surge of en-
ergy when you hit that note.
I'm sure that’s what people

feel when they play improvi-
satory jazz.

It’s finding a way to line up

all the neurons, then fire?

To a degree. Language is
one of the things that give us
pleasure, but as it occupies a
smaller space of the cultural
landscape, it still will certain-
ly never go away. The test I

Library Auditorium
Free tickets at city

Awards Ceremony

Library Auditorium

EVENING EVENTS
TUESDAY, OCT. 19

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 20

Film: “Joseph
Brodsky: In the
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Weeks Poetry Reading
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Rim shots from a master

often suggest to people is that
they read a 1926 newspaper,
then watch an old movie reel
from the same time, then read
The Great Gatsby, The Sun
Also Rises or As I Lay Dying.
Which of the three has best
preserved the consciousness
of those days? Those rickety
movies? Only art and litera-
ture seem to do the job.

Have you read Jonathan
Franzen’s new novel, Free-
dom, yet?

No, but I intend to. To some
degree the current generation
of writers has had their minds
blown by Raymond Carver,
who was a specialist in do-
mestic agonies and travails.
I've really been longing for a
lighter heart in American lit-
erature, Dickens, Fielding and
Twain were all great writers
who could write with humor.
We're at the point now where
Dostoevksy is funnier than
the average American novel.
It’s always possible to be per-
fectly serious and also humor-
ous. I've been reading first-
hand accounts from survivors
of Battle of the Little Bighorn,
both white and American In-
dian. Even in the worst of
times, there were bursts of
comedy in what they wrote.

bfulton@sltrib.com

Meet some of the authors

By BEN FULTON

The Salt Lake Tribune

Dominique Browning »
Oct. 23, 11 a.m., auditorium of
Salt Lake Main Library

Howls of derision first greet-
ed the release of Slow Love:
How I Lost My Job, Put On My
Pajamas & Found Happiness.
And that’s completely under-
standable. When 1 out of 10
Americans still seek work in
the middle of our “Great Re-
cession,” the tale of one wom-
an’s cozy journey into a life of
pajamas, pruning and piano
practice after 13 years as ed-
itor-in-chief of House & Gar-
den isn’t the stuff of tragedy or

sympathy. What naysayers for-
get is that, contrary to F. Scott

Fitzgerald's famous words, we
are a nation of second acts.
They also forget that much
great writing follows in the
slip-stream of personal trans-
formation. Lucky though she is
to be free of life’s biggest pres-
sures, Browning’s book lets us
know that even when mon-
ey’s no problem, life still de-
mands meaning and purpose.
Her memoir isn't about solving
pragmatic problems, but ones
far more elusive, and that’s a
life transformation many read-
ers can understand.

Tess Gerritsen » Oct. 19, 7
p.m., auditorium of Salt Lake
Main Library. Free tickets
available

If suspense is about mak-
ing the human body react to

stress and surprise, it’s no sur-
prise that a retired internist
would one day turn out some
of the best titles in the rarefied
genre of “medical suspense.”
Tess Gerritsen, a physician
who tried her hand at writing
while on maternity leave, has
become so good at this game
that she eventually stopped
practicing medicine altogether.
For die-hard fans, her charac-
ters of Boston medical exam-
iner Maura Isles and homi-
cide detective Jane Rizoli are
every bit on par with Sir Ar-
thur Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes
and Dr. John H. Watson. Ger-
ritsen’s abound in both pulp
elements (sex slavery) and the
fringe (religious cults). Critics
may complain that too many of
her books read like “television
in print,” but her numerous ti-
tles chosen as main selections

by both the Literary Guild and
Mystery Guild say that Gerrit-
sen will make plenty of more
pulses race on.

Ted Gup » Oct. 23, 3:30
p.m.-4:30 p.m., auditorium of
Salt Lake Main Library with
Phillip Bimstein

Nonfiction books based on
the most surprising and spell-
binding of actual and histori-
cal events are almost the stuff
of routine. In the case of Ted
Gup’s A Secret Gift, howev-
er, the treasure trove of dis-
covery at its core reveal more
than mere wonder. They're
pertinent to history, human-
ity and secrets hidden deep
within author Ted Gup’s own
family. Sifting through a suit-
case of letters left by his fa-
ther, Gup discovered the sto-
ries of hundreds of people who
lived lives of bare subsistence

during the Great Depression
in Canton, Ohio. They wrote
to an pseudonymous donor at
the local newspaper who, as it
turned out, was Gup’s grandfa-
ther. Tracing down the descen-
dents of those letter writers
Gup, a Pulitzer Prize-final-
ist and Fulbright Scholar who
worked as an investigative re-
porter for The Washington Post,
has written a book rich in sto-
ries of human endurance and
hope. Salt Lake City composer
Phillip Bimstein will provide
musical accompaniment to
letters compiled in Gup's book.
lan Frazier » Oct. 23, 12:30
p.m.-1:20 p.m., auditorium of
Salt Lake Main Library with
Brigham Young University Pro-
fessor Patrick Madden
Frazier, a staff writer for
The New Yorker since 1974, is
known in some circles as “the

travel writer’s writer.” He isn’t

the kind of writer who im-
bibes quaint little meals in rus-
tic European cafés, but rather
the kind of big-spirited scribe

who gets a special charge out

of chronicling places most peo-
ple rarely think about, let alone

travel to. His 1989 book, Great
Plains told readers everything

they wanted to know about our

nation’s tumbleweed-strewn,
missle-silo rich middle regions

between Texas and the Dako-
tas. For his eagerly awaited en-
core, this year’s Travels in Si-
beria, he condenses the best of
five trips over 12 years to Rus-
sia’s hinterland, and with arms

wide open. Siberia is, Frazier

writes, “the greatest horrible

country in the world.” Madden,
essayist and author of Quotidi-
ana, will lead the conversation.
bfulton@sitrib.com



