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Nova series opens with
all-Russian program

The Nova Chamber Music
Series opens its season with
an all-Russian program that
explores the composers’ rela-
tionship to the Soviet regime.
The first half is dedicated to
Igor Stravinsky — partly be-
cause Utah Symphony music
director Thierry Fischer in-
tends to feature the 20th-cen-
tury giant’s orchestral mas-
terworks prominently in the
next five seasons, Nova music
director Jason Hardink said.

“Stravinsky is a Russian
composer who left Russia be-
fore the Communist Revolu-
tion,” Hardink noted. “You
could kind of interpret his
neoclassical period as turn-
ing away from Russia. After
the war ended, the Commu-
nist government seized his
property. He started to see
himself as a Russian compos-
er who looked West.” Gubaid-
ulina and Shostakovich, on
the other hand, grappled with
censorship and totalitarian-
ism directly.

Hardink and cellist Noriko
Kishi will play Stravinsky’s

“Suite italienne,” adapted
from the composer’s neoclas-
sical ballet “Pulcinella.” Also
featured are two other works
from Stravinsky’s neoclassical
period: the Elegy for solo vio-
la and Duo Concertant for vi-
olin and piano. Hardink noted
that the works are a marked
contrast from the darker mu-
sic of the second half — So-
fia Gubaidulina’s meditation
on “Vor deinen Thron tret ich
hiermit,” a chorale Bach wrote
on his deathbed; and Dmitri
Shostakovich’s G Minor Pia-
no Quintet, written while the
composer struggled to keep
the government off his back
while maintaining artistic in-
tegrity.

“The quintet was complete-
ly lauded and praised [by So-
viet mouthpiece Pravda), but

L BOOKF

Nova music director Jason Hardink, above, will
Stravinsky’s “Suite italienne” with cellist Noriko Kishi.

it’s not a piece that panders to
socialist realist dogmas,” Har-
dink said. “It’s amazing to me
that Shostakovich was able to
transcend and ignore outside
pressures.”

Hardink is principal key-
boardist with the Utah Sym-
phony but is on a six-month
sabbatical. He requested the
time off to prepare for a four-
recital series in the spring, but
in a happy coincidence, his
leave coincides with the birth
last month of twin sons with
his wife, pianist Kimi Ka-
washima,

Other performers on the
season opener are violinists
Yuki McQueen and David and
Kathy Langr, violist Roberta
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Zalkind, bassist Corbin John-
ston and pianist Karlyn Bond.
When » Sunday, Oct. 17, at 3
p.m.
Where » Libby Gardner Con-
cert Hall, Salt Lake City
Tickets » $18; $15 seniors, 35
students. Six-concert subscrip-
tions, $82; $70 seniors.
Upcoming » The Nova season
also includes all-Beethoven
and all-Schubert programs, an
exploration of ltalian music of
the Renaissance and 20th cen-
tury, an afternoon juxtapos-
ing Schubert with contempo-
rary composers, and a newly
commissioned work by Steven
Ricks of the Brigham Young
University faculty.

- Catherine Reese Newton
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