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Two hundred and thirty
four years ago this week,
in the same year the Dec-
laration of Independence
was signed, a group of
Spanish explorers entered
present-day Utah Valley.

Led by two Francis-
can friars named Silves-
tre Velez de Escalante and
Francisco Dominguez, the
expedition was launched
to find a northern path
from New Mexico to one
of Spain’s newest colonies,
California.

Dominguez and Escal-
ante left Santa Fe in July
1776, traveling north. By
the time they reached what
is now Colorado, they'd re-
cruited twelve other Span-
iards and two Ute men,
members of the Timpa-

Rosetta Stone, the world’s leading manufactu

learning software, recently released its first Navajo language

program. The software program will be avai

Juan School District Media Center. School officials are hopeful
that local residents, including students, parents and business

owners, will use the intuitive software.
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nogots band that lived on
the shores of Utah Lake,
to join them.

The two Native Amer-
icans agreed to guide the
Spanish to Utah Valley.
Their trail from Colorado

rer of language-

lable at the San
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The Escalante-Dominguez Expedition of 1776:
The first known expedition of Europeans into Utah

took them near what is now
Dinosaur National Mon-
ument, up the Strawber-
ry River, and down Span-
ish Fork Canyon. On Sep-
tember 23, they climbed a
hill near the present-day
Spanish Oaks Golf Course,
and were treated to a pan-
oramic view of the pristine
valley below them, with
its sparkling emerald lake
and ring of steep moun-
tains. Intending to push
on to California, the Span-
iards recruited a new Tim-
panogots guide and turned
southwest. But their guide
didn’t stick around for long
and by October they were
marching through snow,
so they revised their plans

and headed back to New
Mexico.
The Dominguez-Es-

calante expedition illu-
minates the competing
claims people made to the
land we now know as Utah.
The territory remained on
the fringes of the Spanish
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Empire even after word of
the expedition got out. Oc-
casional trading, trapping,
and slaving expeditions
made their way through
the region, but few if any
Spaniards chose to settle
here.

Still, the Spanish and
the Mexicans—who won
independence from Spain
in 1821 —claimed the area
as theirs., The Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which
ended the war between the
United States and Mexico
in 1848, legally turned the
region over to the Ameri-
can government, but older
traditions and claims still
remain.

When Mexican immi-
grants talk about crossing
the border into the United
States, they often don’t re-
fer to the name of the na-
tion they’re moving into.
Instead they call the land
“El Norte”—the North—or
the piece of the American
West that was once part of
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the old Spanish and Mexi-
can empires.

The Utah Humanities
Council is a nonprofit or-
ganization that provides
lifelong learning across the
state through programs
that explore diverse tradi-
tions, values, and ideas.

Each year, the Coun-
cil underwrites hundreds
of educational and cultur-
al programs throughout
Utah. For more informa-
tion, wvisit www.utahhu-
manities.org or www.face-
book.com/utahhumaniti-
escouncil.

Beehive Archive is a pro-
duction of the Utah Hu-
manities Council. Sourc-
es consulted in the cre-
ation of the Beehive Ar-
chive and past episodes
may be found at www.
utahhumanities.org/Bee-
hiveArchive.htm .

The San Juan Record
will run stories from the
archive on an occasional
basis.
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Honoring Our
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REALTY, INC.
(888) 424-4830 » 755 N. Main » Moab
For Listings in Bluff, Call 435-260-1388

Cortez Animal
Bed & Breakfast
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(970) 564-1385
6815 US Hwy. 160 S. » Cortez

Bob’s Place

Quality Service ® Low Price Parts

Good, Reconditioned, Used Appliances

Check out our new location!
804 S. Broadway * Cortez

The folks at Bob's will treat you fine
Call 564-5959

SAN JUAN HEALTH DISTRICT

San Juan Hospital

San Juan Clinic i
Blanding Medical Clinic ﬁg,’;’,?;?nSt'
435-587-2116 .

Proudly Saluting Our Outstanding
4-H Youth During

National 4-H Week

Keep up the Good Work!

Taking the Lead
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Building Supplies « Lumber
Hardware * Roof Trusses

565-8571 « 237 W. Main * Cortez

Mesa Color Job Shop
Powder Coating,
Wood Finishing, Sand Blasting
545 Turner Dr.

(970) 259-2270

Jim AdKins

565-4222 « 24720 County Rd. K.3 » Cortez

department, inc.

October 3-10, 2010

National 4-H Week
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140 S. Main St.
Monticello
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Complete Auto Repair

Transmission Specialist
970-562-4399

22061 Co Rd 18 « Yellow Jacket

OUTPOST

Come Visit Our Large Office Fumniture Showroom
Color Copies * Black & White Copies

565-7507 « 20 W. Main ¢ Cortez
www.officeoutpost.net

Look at your local 4-H, and you will find young people taking the lead in
addressing today’s challenges. 4-H is where young

pec;ﬁle explore, |aurn,
and discover in a safe environment. In 4-H, youth find their true p S7an
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gain confidence and give back to their community.

MOAB SMALL ENGINE & WELDING
We do generator sales and service
* All Work Guaranteed

www.basincoop.com

26103 Highway 160
Durango, CO 81301
(970) 247-3066

16032 Highway 491
Arriola, CO 81321
(970) 882-7R0OS8
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26223 Highway 160

Durango, CO 81301
{970) 2596431

970) 564-0832
2059 E. Main « Cortez
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MOAB SEPTIC
We do septic tanks, RV's & grease traps
259-2247 » 2920 Spanish Valley Dr. - Moab

Ve ‘Ot Geezer
Meat Shop
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(435) 259-4378
1240 S. Hwy. 191 - Moab

Utah Navajo Health System
Blanding Family Practice
(435) 678-3601

Montezuma Creek
Community Health Clinic
(435) 651-3291

Monument Valle

Community Health Clinic
(435) 727-3000

Navajo Mountain
Community Health Center
(928) 672-2498

UtahState

UNIVERSITY
EA N Gl R S

639 Weaest 100 South
Blanding, Utah 84511
435-678-2072
fax 435-6T78-3848

JOHNSON PHYSICAL THERAPY & REHAB P.C.

Najib Johnson, PT, MTC
Julie Carpenter, OTR

1260 N. Mildred Rd.
Suite 2
Cortez, CO 81321

Deboragh Bennett, PT

% Ph (970) 565-0311

Fax (970) 564-0313

Debi Berger, PT

RODEWAY

INN

Proud to Support 4H Week
970-565-3761
1120 E. Main « Cortez
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INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
Saluting the Youth of the 4H

970-565-3796
303 E. Main « Cortez

Henderson Leasing Co, LLc
Heavy Construction Equipment

Rentals & Sales
Airgas Distributor

(435) 259-4750
3071 S. Hwy. 191 = Moab

Moab Golf Club
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(435) 259-6488




