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Suspension of GCHS senior upheld by school board
by Danny Chandler

staff writer
The Grand County Board of

Education decided Tuesday to
uphold the suspension of a Grand
County High School (GCHS) se-
nior, preventing him from partici-
pating in the school's graduation
ceremony that evening.

Jack Osness was suspended
from school last week for posting

a video on the website YouTube
which depicted the violent deaths
of two school faculty members.

The video was seen as an im-
plied threat to school personnel,
which constituted a "safe school"
violation under Grand County
School District policies, school
officials said.

"Protocol is that we suspend
the student for 10 days, pending
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MOAB COFFEE ROASTERS is now open to the public!
Following in the tradition of Arches Book Company, roasting the finest, freshest

organic and fair trade coffee available. Come see how coffee is roasted and taste the
great flavor of a freshly roasted cup, there is just no comparison!

Enjoy our outdoor seating at 1st and Main.
Also serving locally made gelato. Open early, and late for after dinner espresso

and dessert. Coffee available by the cup or beans by the pound.

Buy locally roasted and buy quality!

an investigation," said GCHS
Principal Steve Hren.

Osness and his parents ap-
pealed the suspension to the
school board, where the suspen-
sion was upheld.

"We were being asked to do
something that was inconsistent
with our policy and past deci-
sions," said Grand County School
District Superintendent Margaret
Hopkin. "It makes it appear ar-
bitrary if we make an exception
we wouldn't make under other
circumstances."

The school board met Tues-
day, May 18, to hear Osness' ap-
peal.

"We deliberated for over
three hours, and we didn't take

it lightly" said Grand County
School Board Vice President
Bryon Walston. "In the end, we
followed policy."

During the hearing, stu-
dents and parents gathered at the
school district office to show sup-
port for Osness. Students signed
a petition asking that Osness be
allowed to receive his diploma in
the May 18 graduation ceremony,
and many at the meeting held
signs which read "Justice 4 Jack"
or simply "J 4 J." A number of
students also carried similar signs
of support during Tuesday night's
graduation ceremony at GCHS.

Osness was not allowed to
participate in the graduation cer-
emony because suspended stu-

dents are not allowed on school
property, according to school dis-
trict policy. The commencement
ceremony fell within Osness' 10-
day suspension. The family held a
private graduation ceremony for
Osness on Tuesday.

"It was a bad video, and it
shouldn't have been done," said
Dewayne Gwinn, Osness' step-
father. "We just think the punish-
ment was too severe."

Although he could not walk
in the graduation ceremony be-
cause he was suspended, Osness
will receive his diploma, school
officials said.
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said, "recommends" the new fee
proposal.

County council member Bob
Greenberg asked Foster if he'in-
tends to formalize the advisory
group. When Foster said he is
looking for direction from the
council, council member Chris
Baird said he will work to make
that happen.

In February, Foster recom-
mended that the racetrack be
permanently closed because the
cost of repairing the fiberglass
rail around it and other facilities
is prohibitive. Area equestrian
enthusiasts protested, telling the
council that they need to use the
track to exercise and warm up
their horses.

Foster also noted the high
cost of maintaining the track
to race standards and trou-
bles maintaining the grooming
equipment. This week he said the
equipment is being repaired.

The new fee schedule noted
that "only trained OSTA employ-
ees will be allowed to operate
OSTA equipment."

Currently, the track is closed
while Foster replaces water pipes
that burst during the winter, and
electrical lines that were previ-
ously removed. Once that work is
done and the trenches are filled,
he said he will prepare the track
for exercise and warm-up use.

Asked for a timeline, Foster
first said reopening the track
should happen within a few
months. But when council mem-
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LeGrand Johnson Const. Co.
4910 Old Airport Road • Moab, Utah 84532

435-259-5809

Road Construction is continuing on 5th West in Moab, Utah
This project will include new storm drain system, widening of the roadway,

bike lanes, curb and gutter, sidewalk and new asphalt pavement
Work hours will be from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

There will be minimal impact on traffic this week.

For the week of May 24,2010, we will continue to install Storm Drain and will be doing
some grading for sidewalk and curb and gutter. There will be road closures between

Bartlett and Williams Way. There will be one way traffic at times. We will be working in the
intersection on 5th West and 400 North Please expect delays if you travel on 5th West
Minimal delays are to be expected. Please use alternate route if possible.

This project will continue
through the middle

of August, 2010.

Announcements
concerning progress

of job will be
made each week.

LeGrand Johnson Const. Co.
is an Equal Opportunity

Employer - Subject to
Sec. 503 and VEVRAA

bers then pressed for more
details, he said he could get the
track open for temporary use
within a month.

The timeline for bringing the
track up to racing standards is
unclear because of the high cost
of replacing the rail, he said. Fos-
ter agreed to come back to the
council in June with estimates of
the costs and a timeline.

MARC is pleased to once again of fer its summer

children's art program: Culture Bugs!
Campers can choose one week sessions to attend

beginning June 7th thru July 1st. Campers will

-e cultures of the world through different art

mediums! Contact the MARC at 259-6272 for more

information or to register.

24-hr, movie info. 435-259-4441
Find our Show Times on the Web

hollywood.com
Adult: $8.00 -Child: $6.00

Beginning Fri. May 21st

SHREK
FOREVER/IFTER

Nightly 7:00 & 9:00
Sal & Sun. Matinees
] 1:00 4 3:00

ROBIN
HOOD

Nightly 7:00 & 9:30
Sal & Sun. Matinees

|PQi3| 1:00 and 3:30

I IRON MAN II
JPQ13]

Nightly 7:00 4 9:15
Sat & Sun. Matinees

1:00 and 3:10

Gift Certificates Available
580 Kane Creek Blvd.
Turn at McDonalds!

The Moab Valley Multicultural Center
with the sponsorship of the Utah Humanities Council,

is proud to present the film

//, //Hecho en Paracho" or "Made In Paracho

Thursday, May 20th 6:00 p.m.
The Grand County Public Library

With guest speaker and Paracho native
Leticia Bentley

Visit Paracho, a town in central Mexico, where
old world cultures and traditions are still part of daily
life, and where a society, its economy and future
are based solely on the construction of the guitar.
The knowledge of crafting quality guitars has been
passed on from one generation to the next since
the early nineteenth century. Luthiers have
been utilizing old world tools and techniques,
and have propelled this small town's reputation
to international acclaim. The filmmaker says,
"I want [people] to realize that there are still
people out there that actually craft the guitar
from beginning to end and that it is one of the
arts that are little by little getting lost."

"Hecho En Paracho" a 53 minute
film, Is a vibrant and colorful

documentary that will take you to the
heart and soul of Michoacan, Mexico. '8' wuhHumanities .^

The Moab Valley Multicultural Center
Now open Monday to Thursday, 9-5 at 156 North 100 West

259-5444 • www.moabvalleymulticulturalcenter.org
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MPINGAND MUSIC. STAY TUNED FOR WgRKSHOPS.

FRIDAY, fUNK 11
Missed The Boat

Hot Buttered Rum

SATURDAY, IUNG 12
Stray Grass • Bearfoot

TheWiyos
Sweet Sunny South
Dave Alvin and

the Guilty Women

SUNDAY, JUNE 13
Head for the Hills

Spring Creek
Jim Lauderdale

Asleep at the Wheel
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FESTIVAL INFORMATION & TICKETS, GO TO PALISADEMUSIC.CO


